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The Gemara continues its discussion of washing hands. Rabbi Zerika
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says that Rabbi Elazar says: Anyone who treats the ritual of washing
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hands with contempt is uprooted from the world. Rav Hiyya bar
Ashi says that Rav says: With regard to the first water, i.e., the water
used when washing one’s hands before a meal, one must raise his
hands upward after washing. With regard to the last water, i.e., the
water used when washing one’s hands at the conclusion of the meal

before reciting Grace after Meals, one must lower his hands

downward. This distinction is also taught in a baraita (Tosefta,

Yadayim 2:2): One who washes his hands before a meal must raise his

hands upward after washing, lest the water advance past the joint
b onto the part of the hands that he was not required to wash, becoming
impure, and then return to the area he had washed, rendering his

hands ritually impure.
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other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their
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After you made the decision...

l. iR, BARENY N
2. R FEH I AR, AU

3. WFRHEEAZE, (e mGEiRE
4, 18 [E AL, UL




